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If you hop on a train to Glasgow, you can
see an exhibition of absolutely nothing.

Glasgow’s Gallery of Modern Art is showing Dutch artist Marlie
Mul’s This Exhibition is Cancelled. “Removing the exhibition
from the gallery space forces us to question the value and
function of cultural institutions,” says Will Cooper, the curator.
But why go out west? Edinburgh this year can offer you an
absolute banquet of stuff that isn't happening.

This is the 70th birthday of the Fringe, which started in 1947
with... well, we don’t know. We assume there was someone
doing Macbeth, because there always is, and maybe a satirical
play about giving India back. Since then it has grown like
knotweed for 69 years, until this year when Standard Life
killed off the St Andrew's Square action and the council
sprayed everything else with Weedol (see pages 6 & 7).

Maybe fewer venues will mean bigger audiences and more
appreciation for what we have, like that Dutch chancer says.
And there are things in the brochure this year that are more
intriguing than any we've yet seen. Incidentally, Mul’s previous
exhibitions have included fag butts and dirty puddles. There’s
a similar collection of work at every local bus stop.

A. K. hipper www,fringepig.co.uk
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BY CHRsrAN TALBoT (@THeTAllBor)
& Ro® BoNHAM (@ RBONHAMCARRANS)

THEN ( CAME ouT
AS TRANSGENDER
AND SHORTLY
APTERWARD | WAS
; SexvALLy

\ ASSAVLTED..

DIAGNOSED WITH

AND MY wiFe LEFT ME ... oN My
Lo g(RTHPAY!

\ CANT THINK oF
ANYTHING To Do foR
MY EDINBURGH

SHoW. ..

Christian Talbot appears in “Holt and Talbot™ at Sweet Venues, Grassmarket at 20:10, Aug 3-27 (not 14);
Christian Talbot is a Work in Progress at Free Sisters, 13:30 on Mondays, Thursdays and Fridays



Nik Coppin Presents:

SHAGG

Celebrating/ Our 10th Year at Edinburgh Fringe!

Sk k “ 28,909 ¢
“Cannot recommend it ‘ “A tour-de-force
enough” of laughter filled
Herald Sun, Melbourne mischievous comedy”
h / Arts In Leicestershire
ook PR -
“Spectacular...
amazing”’
FunnyTonne, Melbourne ‘
“Utterly hilarious” “Catch Shaggers for some well-picked,
The West Australian - Perth mischievous and unburdened comedy!”

2 2.0.0.0 ¢
Fringe World Voice Magazine

“Excellent”
www.edfringe.com

The best comedians atithe Fringe; talking
about the cheeky subject of SHAGGING'

FREE
ENTRY

3:45pm Laughing Horse @ Espionage (Bunker)
6:15pm Laughing Horse @ Espionage (Pravda)
10:45pm Laughing Horse @ Free Sisters (Maggie’s Chamber)

Nik Coppin & Laughing Horse Comedy Present

BATILE OF THE

SUPERHEROES

THE GREAT SUFERHERO DEBATE

Who is the Greatest Superhero?
You and a variety of great comedians decide

=y

v

“Fun and
entertaining.
Immensely funny”

ek kk

Adelaide Fringe

“A super fun
night!”

ok kk

Adelaide Fringe

“You're guaranteed an epic battle with laughs of comic
proportions... Great Entertainment”
The Clothesline, Adelaide

Sell Out Shows at Perth Fringe World,
Adelaide Fringe & Melbourne Intemational Comedy Festival

4:00pm August 5th-26th (Not Wednesdays) FREE

Laughing Horse @ Free Sisters
(Magggie’ngront Rogl) EN TRY

free

LLX3 SVEY |

Nik Coppin and Dave Chawner Present:

HUGGERS;

mmm@@m@m@

Mums and dads are onto a winner with this
afternoon of delightfull immature comedy”
-Herald Sun, Melbourne

“A winner...Highly recommended” \ \
-Rip It Up, Adelaide Fringe -

2:00pm August 3rd-27th FREE
o Laughing Horse @ Free Sisters

(Maggie’s Chamber) ENTRY
NIK COPPIN GLOBETROTTER

The British comedian brings stories i)' his many comedy
trips around the world to the Edinburgh Fringe.

| A\ USe € OMEDY CLUB

ok k

“The crowds loved
him from the SR
second it started!” - mé
(Comedy Club Asia, a: -
Singapore) <o e

£

ok ok %k

“Imaginative and hilarious. Irresistable charisma.”
(The Comedy Club Cambodia)

ok k&

“Fast and funny...
the audience loved
it... Sweetly, wildly
hilarious”
(Rip It Up, Adelaide

Fringe)
FREE

530““ Eﬂ:\hﬂmﬂﬁi [‘n‘ﬁlﬁﬂnﬁﬁ'}] ENTRY

2. 0.0.9.9/

“A rapid-fire non-stop
act full of energy...go
and see him.”
(Melbourne International
Comedy Festival)




Party like if' s 19471

The Fringe is 70 this year! Are you excited? We're excited! Edinburgh is excited!
The world is excited! But is Edinburgh Council excited? SURELY our City Fathers are
excited? Let’s look at what they’re doing to celebrate seven decades of fun...

The Royal Hospital

For Sick Children in
Marchmont has been

an Edinburgh landmark
for time immemorial
and is bound up in the
city’s psyche. This was
where the city’s children
were rushed when they
fell victim to typhoid,
tetanus, traffic and badly-
built treehouses. Soon
the city’s scamps will be
treated at a shiny new
building in Little France,
but many in the city felt
that the grand old Sick
Kids — as it is popularly
known — should celebrate
its link with the city’s
children.

Robert McDowell, the

6 FRINGEPIG ISSUE THREE

. eccentric philanthropist
. who owns Summerhall

. (the UK’s biggest mixed

. arts centre after the

. London Barbican and
Birmingham MAC)

" mooted the idea that

© his team could take on

© the building as a kid’s

. Summerhall, particularly
. since Summerhall

. operates down the road

. in EHo. It would become
: a centre for children’s art
. and theatre, and perhaps
. provide a base for the

. hundreds of kids’ shows

. staged here every August.

The old Sick Kids

: covers 400 acres and has
. more than 500 rooms.

. According to Summerhall
© Press Manager Miriam

© Attwood “The idea

© was rather ambitious,

© but it was essentially

: right. I think everyone

. in the whole world can

. agree that a sick kids

. hospital, with so much

. of an emotional tie to the
© families in this city and

© further afield, should
not turn into investment
© bankers' city pads.”

Another possibility

. is yet more student

© accommodation.

© Conservationists were

. dismayed when the

. ancient piles down

. King’s Stables Road were
. approved for conversion
. into student shoeboxes '
. last year. Mike Wade, who :
. needled the City Fathers

. with a piece entitled “Our
. Beautiful City, Betrayed

© For Years by Chronic

© Incompetence” for The

© Times in April last year

. mourned the fact that

. “Low-grade hotels and

. student accommodation

. are greenlighted across

. the city centre” while

: heritage is bulldozed.

. Sure enough, the website
" of the quango Invest

© Edinburgh points out,

© temptingly, that “The

© University of Edinburgh’s
. central campus is

. 500m north of the site”

. of this “development

. opportunity”.

The West End’s Picture

House — a music venue

. since the 1920s — closed
. its doors along with

© owners HMV in 2013.

© The Council allowed the
© venue to be sold to J D

. Wetherspoon in 2013 so
. that they could turn it



. end of June.

Just three months

earlier, the venue Electric
. Circus announced that

it, too, was closing when

. its owners surrendered

© the lease to the nice quiet
. art gallery next door.

= © Olaf Furniss, local music

into a ‘superpub’ where
alcoholics from across
the city could converge
and smell and throw pro-
Brexit beer mats at each
other.

At the time, music
lovers wanted to know

going to do to resurrect
the city’s once-vibrant
music scene. The answer,
it seemed, was to hit the
survivors with a stick.
The much-loved Studio
24 on Calton Road (an
area which in yore had
the Venue and the Bongo
too) was besieged with
noise complaints from
people who had, by and
large, moved in after

To add to the pressure,
the Council in 2006
approved controversial
plans to build student
flats just metres away,
adding an influx of
transient residents with
no particular interest
in the area’s cultural
history. Despite having
invested £40,000 in
soundproofing, the venue
gave up the fight and
closed its doors at the

. industry expert, said in

. March that “The City

. Council, which owns the

. building, must work with
. the music community

© to secure a comparable

: space in the city centre.”

: And have they? No.

© Last year, Fringepig

. made friends with the
what our councillors were : Titter Truck. This was
. avan parked on the

. Grassmarket where, if

. you hadn’t seen Silence
. of the Lambs, you

. might get inside with

. complete strangers.

. For a pound a Fringe

. act would entertain you
© for 15 minutes. The van
© was always full, yet lost
. a fortune because of

. brutal licensing fees the
. organisers had failed
Studio 24 opened in 1995. to account for. Despite

. being a recognised venue,
© the Truck was also given

. a £40 parking fine it

. wasn't allowed to contest.

Edinburgh Council

still won't sell temporary
. entertainment permits
any cheaper than yearly
ones; hence most
entertainment happens

© in licensed premises that
. hold year-round events.

A public entertainment

. licence cost £950 last

. year, rising to £1035 this

: year or £927 if the council
. judges you to be 'theatre’,

© as it considers most
comedy. Fife, next door,

© charges £30 for a year. In
© awful, overpriced London
. it depends on the borough
. but averages £60 a year.

Edinburgh's eye-

Strange, then, that

. ayear's booze licence
. for premises with no

'rateable value' — like

" a van, indeed, or an

. abandoned freezer

© oratramp’s sleeping

: bag — can be had for

. £316; recoverable in one
: . good night. While wee

: watering fees apply to any
venue up to a capacity

. of 200, and 1000-seater
© venues can renew at

© that price too. What this
: means is that the Titter

- Truck (capacity:10) was
© paying the same fees as

© the Queen's Hall. In its

© 7oth year Edinburgh

:© COULD be a carnival of
. quirky, bespoke pop-up
© venues, but it isn't. It's

: rigged so giants thrive.

creatives will be skinned

. for trying to do their own
© thing this Fringe, bevvy

. is a case of the more the

. merrier. Cheers, city

. fathers!

Derwent Cyzinski

The Stand Comedy Club by arrangement with IMWP presents

MITCH

“The country’s leading m

2.50pm

August 3-27
(not 14)

11,13 STAND COMEDY CLUB

www.mitchbenn.com

o)
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He's master of the accessible avant-garde; of understated lunacy and

any other contradiction-in-terms you like. A stuffed monkey interviews him

So this
year you’re
telling us

about renegade
plumbing. I once
drained the central
heating system at
3am without waking
Mrs Coconuts. What
is your greatest
plumbing triumph?

& FRINGEPIG ISSUE THREE

. Asyet I have had no

plumbing triumphs at
all, just a sequence of
disasters. For I do not
follow the plumbing rule

* book, indeed as soon

as I got hold of a copy I
flushed it down the toilet,
such is my contempt for

the rules of plumbing.

I am a maverick, a
renegade. I plumb by

intuition, instinct and
sheer bravado. My lack
of success does not deter
me; it makes me work
harder.

9 Apparently
you have a dog
that barks at buses

you could train your
dog to kill someone,
and get away with it,
who would you set
him onto? My dog does
bark at buses, and he did
bark at Seymour Mace
when he was wearing a
black and yellow striped
jumper. He looked like a
huge wasp, and my dog
was correct to alert us to
the danger. On another
occasion my dog has
licked Seymour’s hand, so
there are no hard feelings
on his part at least. As
for training my dog to be
an assassin, I don’t think
it feasible. He doesn’t
even fetch sticks. When

. Ithrow one for him he

* just looks up a me with
an expression that seems
. to say “this demeans us

© both”.

9 So this is your
31st Fringe.

* You must be sick to
. death of this place. I
. mean, you’ve spent
© two and a half entire

. years here now. That's
. along time. Seriously,
. you must be properly

. fed up of being stared

. at by people. Aren’t

- you? Yes. I don't like

. anyone watching me

. while I work, which
 makes my vocation a little
and Seymour Mace. If

awkward at times. How

© Ilong for the lights to
. fail, or the audience to be
. blinded by my wit.

Do you put
: cream on
: scones first,

- or Jam? Do you say

. ‘skowns’ like a proper
. person, or ‘skonz’ like
: amurderer? I can’t

: remember the last time I
. ate a scone. It must have
. been in the mid-1980s.

. There would have been

. no question of putting

. either cream or jam on;

* in our family we ate

© them plain on our special
- scone day - April 28th.

. Since that time I have

. not tasted the delight

. of a scone because my

. crippling uncertainty

. about how to pronounce

© the word 'scone’ has

. prevented me from

- asking for one. I could

. buy a packet of scones

¢ from a supermarket, I

. suppose, but that would

. simply be avoiding the

© problem.



What do

you think of

baboons?
They’re dicks, right?
As the old saying goes:
“A baboon with a spoon
is a boon, a baboon
with a flame is a bane”
They knew nothing, the
ancients.

What is the

highest tree

you’ve ever
climbed? As a child I
imagined I was a cat and
spent much time up a fir
tree. It was very tall, but
exactly how tall I know
not. As a cat I spurned
trigonometry. Recently
however I climbed a huge
willow in the garden,
not as a leisure pursuit
but with the purpose
of cutting it down. It
over-hung the garage
to an alarming degree,
and would have
destroyed it had
it fallen. This I
could not
tolerate.
Sure, the
garage
was due to
be demolished
anyway,
having
been

condemned by a
surveyor, but to have it
destroyed by a tree? This
I could not countenance.
It was perhaps fifteen
metres tall, and now just
two, but it lives on.

Shag, marry,
kill: A giraffe,
A heron and

a sort of sentient

rail locomotive like
Thomas or Koko off
Chuggington. Please
show your working
out. I'd shag the giraffe;
I have a step ladder, and
plenty of ambition. The
heron I'd kill - and eat.

I don’t like the way they
look at me, and I fancy its
flesh would be enlivening
to my jaded palate. I
would marry the sentient
rail locomotive. At least
it’s sentient.

Simon Munnery:
Renegade Plumber
is at Stand 1 at
15:20, Aug 3-28
(Not 14)

Photo:
Edward
Moore

"At last, student comedy at the Edinburgh Fringe."

THE SHEFFIELD REVUE PRESENTS

COMEDY

IN A BASEMENT

12TH-18TH AUGUST - 48 BELOW - SPM
STAND-UP (FRI, SAT, SUN)  SKETCH (MON-THUR)

T TS T free
festival
VENUE 146 - 46 BROUGHTON ST- 01315570234

‘INSPIRED COLLECTION OF VISUAL JAPES’

TIME OUT

COMEDIAN AND PHOTOGRAPHER, STEVE BEST TELLS HIS STORY BEHIND
THE PHOTOS HE’S TAKEN OF BRITAIN'S FINEST STAND-UP COMEDIANS,
HIS UNIQUE ACCESS INTO THE COMEDY WORLD AND
HIS HERCULEAN EFFORTS TO TURN ALL THIS INTO A BOOK.

THE SHOW:
THE EXHIBITION:

(NOT 14TH)

ADMISSION FREE
(FOR BOTH)

STILLS: CENTRE FOR PHOTOGRAPHY (VENUE 275) 23 COCKBURN STREET, EH1 1BP

3
B stevesesteics

WWW. STEVEBEST . COM STEVEBESTCOMI
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CIRCUIT bt
< !

If you ask o\ 5 / You sure this is the
me, Hicks was Sl |1 .. best way to get to the

overrated... il | . Fringe, Bun?

Yeahl! Roads ]
be clear; we'll be Ther‘e
in time for brunchl &

diAvivd

Oh T'll tell you
about all the people
I don't rate as

comedlans 4R » ; =7 ‘ L
IIWM- [ - L How you gonna «
= Ry B i 1§ stay awake, though?

And how will T
stay awake?

T'll tell you all the
people who don't rate you as
a comedian ,

that' s why -
he won't book me...
. just jealousy..

,\

: I said £40? You'd better make it
Ham...  wy Y o o e 50 or I'm not going on! And then what are
Croel : you gonna do?...

Wake up!
n We're here!
You shoulda R &
had 14 coffees - <
like mel ... B0

Ask that guy

where our
venue IS

. 9 e
\WI“ you? Scuse.. exc..

OI MATE!
Ah sod it...




o | LT

Some time later...

\” LEO HEARSE
J '

The Talkative Spaniard

This is us. Sh*t,
no parking. Let's carry

on to our Fringe
digs...

Bun? Bun?

Bun wake
the f*ck
up!ll

1=
“ Edinburgh
Council HQ!

ou know, I think we'll be alright ‘

leaving it here for a bit.

-~ .
This is the
street, Bun.
Whoah, Parking
meanies
everywhere!

Man, this is just

. impossible. Bun, I think-

HR? We have a car
through our window. Is that you
or facilities management?

I'm no hn, get us a
looking at it Bo 41583 N Ifsa
PITIIIE Q468 forme e

now, Hamish
. I'm on a break, '
Claire...

Morag? I
need a form-issuing :
licence... L T want tea?

MCE | '.j
CIR CUIT BUNNY R
NEXT ISSUE_

(e
A




Dates: 4-27 August
Ticket Price: Pay What You Want

Showtime: 18.30
N sponsoled by

UNI@ON

the public sermce union

#scrapthecap

“Brilliant!”
(F##%% 5 Stars)
Mumble Comedy

SCOTT

A brand new stand-up hour from
John Scott, now returning to
Edinburgh for his tenth run.

A semi-biographical show about
mental health, combined with
topical satire. Looking at the
world today, there's obviously a
connection between the two.

Laux Horse

flve a Day Off!

> ’On the 14th a lot of acts take a
" break and something one-off and
quirky happens instead. EDMUND
RUMANIA is checking these somethings out

KASBAR
VENUE 185 - ENTRANCES ON VICTORIA STREET & COWGATE - 01314777 071

QT

>
O
05
0:
b
05
o
M &
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Night Danger: Dance Hard

Stand 1 * 15:30 ¢ £10

Lunatic Fringe favourites Antione

Lawberry and Phillippee Nicholman (who

could that be?) give a one-off masterclass
d that takes the p*ss out of dance. Or

is it a tribute to dance that just happens to be knowingly

over-serious? Anyway: dance. There is so much dancey

dancingness to enjoy here... unless you actually like dance.

2017 Chortle Student Comedy
ﬂwar ds Final Pleasance
STUBENT “““! Courtyard ¢ 22:30 ¢+ £10/£8
Gah, who’d be a student these days? Years
of struggling with debt and Lidl beans
and trying not to trigger idiots in Safe
Spaces, and then Mister Chortle makes you go all the way to
Edinburgh to lose a contest. Unless, of course you win. This
is the contest that introduced us to Joe Lycett, Chris Ramsey
and Adam Hess.

Assembly Roxy ¢ 19:10 ¢ £10
Last year Fringepig got an email from

couldn’t tell what was real and what was
made-up in these pages and that we had
been ‘pretty much terrible’ at helping them decide what to
see. So: AMERICANS - GO SEE THIS. It’s real and it’s the
full-on Brigadoon kilt-and-ceilidh McNonsense you expect
from your Scottish holiday. It will make you even more
certain that you are from here. And happy, like it says. If
you get too happy, just remember you elected Trump and
the people who really ARE from here all want to poke you
in your fat rheumy eye.

Standard Tssue Stands Up
Stand 3&4 ¢ 21:10 ¢ £12/£10

In case you've been living in a sound-
insulated box under a rock on Venus with
your fingers in your ears, Sarah Millican
runs on online feminist magazine. It’s
called Standard Issue and it’s full of the thoughts of funny
and insightful women. And you can see them being both
right here. It says Sarah will be there, but then says ‘lineup
subject to change’. So Sarah might NOT be there. Depends
whether she’s got anything better to do than talk to us
mortal pricks, I suppose. (Also 15th)




David Tiay

Stand 1 ¢ 19:10 ¢ £10/£9

David Kay is quite unlike anything else in
comedy. The peculiarly Scottish bathos
with which he discusses his small-town
problems such as scones and flat-pack
furniture have made him the Belle and Sebastian of comedy.
If you haven’t seen him, grab this chance.

fcting:

In Conwersation With...
Fringe Central ¢ 11:00 * FREE
If you're harbouring dreams of being
an actor then this is the place to be if,
by some quirk, you're the sort of person
who wants to be an actor AND you’re out of bed in time.
Previous actors to share their life lessons at this show
include Miriam Margoyles, Anthony Rapp, that woman
who played Anna Daptor in KYTV and that bloke, y'’know,
Thingy from Whatsaname. Get there early because people
with lanyards get in first. Everyone with a lanyard wants
to be an actor; sadly most will end up in a factory, possibly
making lanyards.

‘

World's Best MC Award
Grand Final

Free Sisters ¢ 19:45 * FREE
What’s your name? What do you do? Two
blokes on the same table? You must be
gay! Wearing check shirts? It’s Brokeback
Mountain! Are you a woman from Liverpool or did someone
fall into an orange? Where did you learn to whisper, in

a helicopter? Hear all the compére greats as the circuit’s
‘greatest’ MCs shoot hot tropes at each other’s faces.

@ flccessibility Gala
Pleasance Dome ¢ 19:00 ¢ £7/£5
“The Pleasance is committed to providing
the most accessible venues on the Fringe,”
says The Pleasance. Well let’s be honest:
Edinburgh University has to be accessible
by law and that’s where the Pleasance mines its gold. But this
will have some terrific disabled acts, plus some non-disabled
acts. Which is cheating, frankly, but go anyway.

(S

BBC: Fresh from the Fringe
BBC (25) ¢ 17:00, 19:00 * FREE
RADIO Although they had the good grace to stop
for a few years, the BBC has resumed its
, habit of using licence-payers’ money to
put on massive extravaganzas that suck
paying punters out of the shows that actually need them. So,
you know, go to this if you're the sort of person who drives
fast through puddles to splash pensioners at bus stops.

B|B]C]

PAUL FOOT
‘T‘l’s Q %p Sue’s Q Pfaer

o fringe Y,
ijsell-%l1 ;nmu\‘g
<y, 2010,
B

N
o

o m W,
s.isnll-nm cnnufg
oy 2011, F
e
A R
7 sell-out show X2
S, 2012, 0%
TS

&
‘.:’L‘ I-out sh ““:‘
ysu -oul IWI*" /

 fringe '
X

(Y4

N\,

N7 sell-out show X2

‘-ic” 2014, 05

o Va7
s

4 \
o Iringe \,
ys!ll'ﬂlﬂ show’ ‘\‘z

Sy, 2005,

& Tinge %,
{,”sun-m me;
.4..“ 2016

q'ztg\‘

0844 545 8252

7.10 PM (8.10 PMm)
03 - 27 AUGUST 2016 (Not 14)

underbellyedinburgh.couk

‘Aug 3rd to 27th

ée

Two Shows from lvor Dembina

3-27 August

(excl. Tuesdays) 1:30pm (60 mins)

Laughing Horse
@ Finnegan’s Wake (Venue 101)
9b Victoria Street, EH1 2HE

Box office: 0131 225 9348

This is a free ticketed event.
See www.edfringe.com and
www.oldjewishjokes.co.uk
Fringe programme page 146.

3-27 August

(excl. Tuesdays) 7:15pm (60 mins)
Laughing Horse

D EM B I NA @ The Counting House
38 West Nicolson Street, EH8 9DD
x kX ok koK (Venue 170)

Box office: 0131 667 7533

This is a free ticketed event.

See www.edfringe.com and
www.thinkbeforeyoulaugh.com
Fringe programme page 113.
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Tet s sell this gig oul!
MICHAEL LEGGE will be bloody cross if you don't go to THESE shows at
THESE times. Follow #LetsSellThisGigOut. Listen if you want to live

Sal 5th

dun 6th

Jordan Brooties:

Eleanor Morton: findrew 0'Neill's
Body of Work fingry Young Black Magick Fun
faughing Horse e Woman Hour
Finnegan’s Wake, 18:15  Syana 364, 12:05 PBH ¢ Tiquid Room
@jordbrookes @EleanorMorton finnexe, 17:00
We're starting strong! @destructo9000

An absolutely brilliant bit

of comedy at a great venue.
Eleanor is a treat every time,
and the angrier the better.

Jordan is one of the funniest
comedians I've seen in years.
You won'’t see anyone like
him. The show is free and,

in real life, Jordan’s dog is
called Mr Tits.

It’s Sunday so, straight after
mass, let’s head down to see
Andrew O’Neill’s show about
dabbling in the occult. You
will not want to miss this.
And it’s free.

Tue 8th Thu 10th

M aysy
wir
FOR THE pagyiye

Toat 'V :

Joe Wells: 1 Hope 1
Die Before 1Start  Tnspiration Porn
Yoting Conservalive  Stand 5¢6, 13:15

tlssembly George Square  PBH @ Sneaky Pete’s, @LostVoiceGuy

Studios, 21:15 12:05 He’s very funny. There. I
@DanAntopolski @joewellscomic said it. I know no-one likes
I am delighted he’s back! It’s a bit early but it’s a bit to talk about the much-

talked-about Lee Ridley but
I just think it'll be obvious
as soon as you see him. He’s
funny. Did I mention that?

Surreal, clever, daft and
strangely beautiful. I doubt
he’ll have trouble selling out
so get your ticket quick. This
is a two-for-one day too, so...
double quick.

brilliant too. I love Joe and
was lucky enough to see a
preview of this recently. Let’s
all go! It’'s FREE!
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Mon 7th

AR g
¢ 128

Caroline Mabey:
Quelzals

Just the Tonic @ The
Caves, 19:40
@CarolineMabey

T've seen this show already
and it is excellent. Caroline
is always brilliantly funny
and inventive. She’s a true
original. This is a two-for-
one day so bring a friend.

Fri 1Tth

&

Gavin Webater: Tt's
About Time We
Had More Women
in There

Stand 2, 19:35
@Thegavinwebster

I never, ever miss a Gavin
Webster show because
they’re always insane,
subversive and very, very
funny. Gavin IS the Fringe,
as far as I'm concerned.



N

Mat Ewins Presents
Adventureman 7:
The Return of

Adventureman
‘Heroes @ The Hive, 20:45

Not on Twitter

It’s my birthday today and I
can have anything I want. So
T'm having Mat. Trust me:
you will love this show. Do
not miss it. Bring cake.

Cabaret Voltaire, 01:00

@Phil_Pagett

IMPORTANT: Phil is
brilliant. Really brilliant.
He’s on at the INSANE time
of 1am but we’re all going.
TONIGHT! Well, Monday
night/Tuesday morning
really.

Next issue: gig
recommendations
for days between
Wednesday 16th
and Sunday 27th

] t
A stand-up show about marrying your friend's
mum for money
@henclover_
15.15
C Royale (Studio Five)
Royal Scottish Society o ;
22 George Street, EH2.2PQ
benclover.weebly.c

I;

fllternative Comedy
Memorial Sociely
Heroes @ Monkey Barrel,
23:50

@AltComMemSoc

At some point, we all have to
go to a late night mixed-bill
show and ACMS is the best
one there is. It’s basically
the whole Fringe in one very
drunk 130 minutes.

Jokokokk kokkkk khkkk kkkk hkkkk

BROADWAY BABY SCOTSGAY FESTIVAL JOURNAL SPIKED CHORTLE

Eleanor Tiernan:
Pecple Pleaser
Banshee Tabyrinth, 15:10

@eleanortiernan MOST EXCITING
COMEDICTALENTS’
Surreal and self-deprecating Y ok

‘UTTERLY HILARIOUS’
2. 8.8.9..¢

‘ONE OF THE COUNTRY’S

brilliance. Not just self- GAY TIMES

deprecating, she deprecates
others too. One of the very
best comedy minds at the
Fringe.

3-27 AUG

[NOT 14]

a.'l—' Iringe ‘~1~,‘

Do
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‘What the Bruce?

The Edinburgh Fringe is 70 years old this year. Veteran comedy critic BRUCE DESSAU
remembers 3/7ths of it. At least, he remembers the really odd stuff.

’ve been visiting the
I Edinburgh Fringe

Festival since 1963.
In the early days there
were six comedy shows
in the programme, which
was printed on vellum
and hand-delivered to
critics who were ferried
from show to show on
sedan chairs carried by
theology students from
Edinburgh University.

journalists’ rooms at the
end of the day — around
4.30pm.

OK, that’s not quite
true. Occasionally we

finished at 5.30. Seriously :
© sure if a joint show would
. be eligible today, but

. there was less to choose

: from then so maybe

. the rules were baggier.

though folks, I've been
going since the 1990s
and it has changed.
Comedy now dominates
Edinburgh in August.

16 FRINGEPIG ISSUE THREE

. Critics have to struggle to
© squeeze in as many shows
: as possible. At least

© we don’t have to worry

. about finding time to eat

. between shows. We can’t
. afford to eat these days.

Here’s a shocking stat.

mostly clowns, wannabe

hifi1c you can remember the
1990s Edinburgh Fringe you
probably weren’t drinking as
much as you should have.

000 0000000000000 0C0OC0FOCGOCGOGNOSNOSNOSINOS

- (You don’t expect me to
: © do proper research on
© When Arnold “Why Not?”

. Brown won the Perrier

* Award in 1987 — the first
© bona fide “alternative

- comedian” winner (it was
Hog roasts were served in :
© thesps and Stephen Fry

* until then) — the judges

. only had about 40 shows
- to choose from. It was a
jOth act with musical duo no ]onger funny when
Jungr and Parker. 'm not : in 2015 Paul Ricketts

. performed Now Wash
. Your Hands - Again!

* in the public loos of

. the Pleasance, Gilded
Balloon, Assembly and

. Fringepig’s rates do you?)

There have been calls

© to limit the Fringe, but

. as one venue closes more
. spring up, whack-a-mole-
. stylee. There used to be

. ajoke that any space in

. the city would be used

. as avenue. Even the

. toilets. This was officially

. Underbelly venues.

I digress. Fringepig

. has asked me to show

: my age by writing about

. some of the weirder acts
. I'saw in my youth. The

. trouble is, as they say, if

© you can remember the

- 1990s Edinburgh Fringe
© you probably weren’t

. drinking as much as

. you should have. I can

. remember more about

- events in the Assembly

© Rooms bar — someone

. now famous in a scuffle,

* Bob Mortimer telling me
: he’d just seen a brilliant

. new comic called Tim



Vine — than events
onstage.

This was an era when
little was filmed, so on
the plus side little now
clogs up YouTube. Most
shows were like mayflies.
Perhaps that should be
Augustflies. If they didn’t
get a Perrier nomination
there was no tour after
the Fringe. Posters were
binned and the acts
started work on their
next show. Repeat on an
infinite loop.

Picking up a
nomination was no
guarantee of stand-
up success either.
Johnny Immaterial was
Perriered in 1993. He
used to do a marvellous
Kenneth “Ooh matron”
Williams impression.
The following year I saw
him perform to only a
handful of people at the
old Gilded Balloon in
Cowgate. He later became
celebrated children’s
author Jonathan Meres
and only gets heckled by
4 year olds now.

Having just ventured
into my attic — yes, I have
an attic, is that so wrong?
— I've found some old
paperwork that might jog
my memory.

Ooh look, here’s
a printout of Fringe
contacts from 1992.
David Baddiel and Rob
Newman are sandwiched
between Bablake at
Buster Browns and
The Bastinado Theatre
Company. I also found
an undated press
release from Jongleurs,
announcing that they are
planning “to create the
UK’s first fun portal”.
Whatever happened to

jongleurslife.com?

Harry Hill is on the list
and his press contact
is...Harry Hill. I might
call him in a minute.
Remember 071 codes?
Spangles? There are dead
people on the list. Late
stand-up head honcho

ff1n 1992 the
press list
only runs to
eleven pages.
Today it 1s
bigger than
Wikipedia. jy

Addison Cresswell is

PR for Jack Dee and Jo
Brand. There are seven
different Cambridge
University shows. In 1992
the list only runs to 11
pages. Today it is bigger
than Wikipedia.

Talking of comics-
turned-authors
(remember Johnny
Meres a few paragraphs
ago?) Edinburgh
audiences — and judges —
don’t always spot talent.
I saw unknown duo
Matt Lucas and David
Walliams try to maintain
their dignity in front of
indifferent audiences at
the Assembly Rooms in
1995. Walliams thought
it would be funny to put
“Free creche” on the
posters. One woman
didn’t get the gag, turning
up with a baby. The show
was at midnight.

I've just found a Fringe
programme from 1998.
The pictures are black
and white and look like
they were developed at
Snappy Snaps. Ed Byrne
seems spotty, Dave “I,

free

festival

AS SEEN ON BBC ASIAN NETWORK COMEDY SHOW,
BBC RADIO 4, BBC 2, CHANNEL 4
‘His intelligent observations will have you choking with laughter"
‘Aatif's high energy performance style drives an hour..."
'Side Splittingly Hilarious' -
————

3RD-27TH AUGUST 2017 